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Our weekly community profile 


Frog friendly: Gary Legois works among the fruit 
trees on his 48 acres of land in Kewaunee 
County's Frog Station. 


Cheese makers: George Ratajczak, left, and brother Dan 
Ratajczak turn blocks of mozzarella cheese at their Thiry 
Daems Cheese Factory. 


community. Michiels serves as the unoffi¬ 
cial “mayor'' of Frog Station. 


Jumping joint: Pat Michiels, owner of the 
Frog Station Bar, talks about his favorite 












Things aren’t always hopping at Frog Station 


Most come from customers, owner Pat 
Michiels said. 

'’They’ll be out somewhere and see one I 
don’t have and they’ll get it for me." he said. 

A town resident for 13 years. Michiels re¬ 
called when the evening air was filled with 
the throaty frog song. 

"At night you could hear them singing, 
he said. "You’d have a hard time sleeping ." 

The bar is also a town hall of sorts. Mi¬ 
chiels is "mayor" of Frog Station. Each 
year Michiels and neighbor Gary Legois en¬ 
gage in a bitter battle for "top frog." 

"He was mad at me one year," Michiels 
said with a smile. "He had six people in his 
house and they all voted against him 

Nearby on his 4b acres of land, Legois 
spoke of the election with tongue likewise 
in cheek. He said at one time the pair would 
campaign together to save gas. 

"There’s too many problems with being 
mayor. He can have it,” Legois said with a 
wink. "I just run against him to keep him 
honest." 

Legois. a custodian at Luxemburg-Casco 
High School, seems content living in Frog 
Station The area is well suited to the hunt¬ 
ing and fishing he and his wife Karen enjoy. 

"We have good neighbors, too." Legois 
said, if you need something you ju«l 
and they’ll get it for you. It’s a nice area. 1 
hope it never grows." 


By Lisa Sumter 
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FROG STATION What’s small and 
green and jumping with wry humor 0 

This description only partly describes 
tiny Frog Station in Kewaunee County — a 
mere dip in the highway that has more per¬ 
sonality per capita than some cities twice, 
er. 10,000 times its size. 

Perhaps the charm of this community is 
that it doesn’t take itself too seriously. Af¬ 
ter all, it was named for the once-dense frog 

population that fre¬ 
quently drew pad¬ 
dle-wielding hunt¬ 
ers, hungry for 
skinny green drumsticks. 

Frog Station is 1 square mile of unincor¬ 
porated land amid acres of farm land. It 
could have inspired that "don’t blink" 
phrase often heard as weary travelers pass 
through any small town. 

In the minute it takes to drive from one 
end of town to the other on County High¬ 
way A. visitors can see all of the "business 
district" of Frog Station, - a cheese fac¬ 
tory and a corner tavern. 

It's 10 a.m. and a small crew at Thiry 

Da cilia Cllceae I actol> lias beeli hold at 
work making mozarella cheese since about 
1:30 a.m. The factory produces 15.000 
pounds each day and sells the smooth white 
chunks of cheese to pizza companies such 


Frog Station file 

□ Population 13 

Big doings Night life often 
means the tavern at Kewaunee 
County Highways A and K, res¬ 
idents say. The bar is a popular 
stop for people on their way to 
Friday fish fries and other gath¬ 
erings. 

Small events tend to gener¬ 
ate excitement here One resi¬ 
dent can remember when a 
former owner installed new 
taps at the bar. Everybody in 
town had to stop in to see 
them 

Frog crossing Frog Station 
is notorious for flooding in 
spring, which years ago en¬ 
couraged frogs to leave the 
swamps 

Motorists had to exercise 
caution to avoid the little green 
guys, one resident says Often 
though, even the most careful 
drivers were not ouick enouah 
and soon the roads were 
paved with slick green frog 
skins 
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as Jack’s and Trade Winds. 

George and Dan Ratajczak run the 41- 
year-old family business, which originally 
was established up the road in the town of 
Thiry’ Daems. The brothers took over for 
their father in 1972. 

Dan Ratajczak described Frog Station 
and the surrounding area as "good farm 
country.” 

He showed off some of his stringy prod¬ 
uct. "The cheese has to be stretched arm’s 
length to see if it is ready — the longer the 
better.” 

Down the road is the only other candi¬ 
date for business of the year in Frog Sta¬ 
tion. Michiels Trog Station Dor. \ entiuiiig 
into the small tavern, one is confronted by 
an army of colorful croakers small ones, 
large ones, fuzzy ones, even a bright green 

macrame frog hanging from the ceiling. g Next week: Greenleaf in Brown County 
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